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ment in preventing surreptitious entry and unlawful settlement,
but I have pleaded guilty as I know that I have committed a
technical breach, on a vast scale, of the section under which I am
charged. I am aware too that the steps I have taken are fraught
with the greatest risks and intense personal suffering by those who
have accepted my advice, but after very mature consideration,
based upon 20 years' experience of South Africa, I have come to
the conclusion that nothing short of such suffering will move the
conscience of the Government as also of the inhabitants of the
Union of which, in spite of the so-called breach of the Statutory
Laws of the Union, I claim to be a sane and law-abiding citizen.
The Court then adjourned for a quarter cf an hour for the Magistrate
to consider his decision.
On resuming, Mr. Jooste passed sentence of three months' imprisonment
Indian Opinion, 26-11-1913; also Transvaal Court Records
195.   EVIDENCE AT POLAK'S TRIAD
[VOLKSRUSTj
November 17, 1913}
Mr. Gandhi gave evidence that the^march to the Transvaal was fixed
without consultation with Mr. Polak, who intended leaving for India on
November 14th, and he knew all arrangements had been made for Mr. Polak's
departure from Durban. Had it not been for witness's arrest before reaching
Greylingstad, Mr. Polak would certainly have left at that station. Under the
circumstances, Mr. Gandhi thought Mr. Polak should lead the column to its
destination, so that the men would not disperse. In Mr. Gandhi's opinion, if
Mr. Polafc was guilty of aiding and abetting, so also were the troopers who
1 Polak and KaUenbach were arrested at Qbarlestown on November 10*
Polak was charged before Mr, Jooste, Assistant Magistrate, under Section 20 of
the Immigration Act, but declined to plead guilty to the charge. The evidence of
five witnesses including Kailenbach and Gandhiji was called. Rifleman
Joubert stated that he had seen Polak asking Gandhiji for instructions
at Balfbur and thought that Boiak was one of the leaders of the movement
Constable Kneen stated that Polak had addressed the Indians and advised
tkem to return to Charlestown. Kailenbach said that Polak's intention had
been to return to Durban. His purpose was to discuss certain matters with
Gandhiji regarding his departure for India. Polak was found guilty and was
awarded three months* simple impnsoament without hard labour. Earlier,
while awaiting trial in Volksrust Gad, Pdak had addressed a communication to
Lord Ampthill, which furnished a detailed account of incidents leading to his
arrest; m& Appendix XIIL

